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Onsite hose repair system reduces costs and 
increases uptime.

Business Need

Working together, Kolb Grading and Superior Industrial Supply
developed a plan in 2019 to explore hydraulic hose fabrication 
options. After a thorough evaluation of their business needs, 
Chuck Conner, Account Manager at Superior recommended an 
onsite hose fabrication system from Eaton Weatherhead. This
would allow Kolb Grading to fabricate hoses as needed in-house 
and in the field.

Solution

Installing an Eaton Weatherhead hose fabrication system
provided Kolb Grading a wide selection of hydraulic hoses, hose
presses, hose ends, hose fittings and hydraulic adapters.
The Superior team also provided training on how to safely
fabricate a hose to get the most out of the new system.

Kolb Grading also added hose fabrication systems to their 
traveling container boxes and service trucks. Chris Wunderlich, 
Parts Manager at Kolb Grading, noted that the costs associated 
with emergency hose replacement, such as service fees, 
downtime hours and material costs quickly add up and was 
impressed with how the new system improved production and 
reduced unplanned downtime.

Kolb Grading is a national 
contractor providing complete,
comprehensive end-to- nd site 
preparation, utility nfrastructure 
installation, and environmental 
remediation services with 
more than 60 years of industry 
experience.



“The onsite hose replacement program alone has drastically
reduced our emergency hose repair costs and keeps our uptime
to a maximum because we’re able to service our own equipment
in the field and schedule our downtime,” said Wunderlich. “The
greater our machine uptime, the more money we’re able to put in
the business.”

Kolb Grading began to purchase more from Superior’s robust
offerings following the successful implementation of the Eaton
Weatherhead hose repair system. “We’ve been able to supply
all of their equipment needs as well as electrical fittings, taps and
dies, drill bits, adapter, valves and other MRO supplies,” said
Conner. “But I think the biggest benefit to the team at Kolb
Grading is our extensive selection of Eaton Weatherhead hoses at
their disposal.”and in the field.

Ongoing Partnership

Superior also boasts a wide selection of fasteners and hard-to-
find long bolts in stock, often eliminating the need for expenses
associated with expediting an order. “Superior has become our
first call for a great deal of our purchases,” said Wunderlich. “At
one point, we had a customer need arise that required an odd
threaded bolt and we were stunned that Superior had it on hand
and in the quantity required. It was unbelievable. They helped us
get the job done and keep our customer happy.”

“They take care of our bins and that frees me up to handle
inventory and the product support side of our business,” said
Wunderlich. “They’ve even started to carry some custom items
and expand their hydraulic offerings based on our needs.”

“The Superior team has been great to deal with,” added 
Wunderlich. “Flexible and attentive to our needs, never
overreaching, they make sure we have exactly what we 
need for operations. The four or five guys at the counter are 
knowledgeable and help me with anything I need. They’re a good 
partner to work with.”

About Superior 
Industrial Supply 

Superior Industrial Supply 
is a leading distributor of 
the top brands in industrial 
supplies for hydraulic hose 
assembly, fastener supplies 
and maintenance, repair and 
operating (MRO) applications 
serving St. Louis, Missouri 
and beyond. In addition to 
their wide selection of in-
stock items and product 
knowledge, they offer hose 
repair and vendor-managed 
inventory. For more 
information on how Superior 
Industrial Supply can help 
your business needs, call 
800-783-6501.

“Chuck and the team have been great to deal with,” added Wunderlich. 
“He’s flexible and attentive to our needs, never overreaching, and makes 
sure we have exactly what we need for operations.”


